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>What is your plan after your graduation?
>> After graduation, I plan to go back to China to join in a social welfare agency. I would like to be a social worker working in the concentration of children, youth and families. You know, I can do some professional counseling work for the children who have educational problems, or who have psychological problems, or who have mental problems. My long term career objective is to be a senior manager for the welfare agencies or private charities. As Chinese government is becoming more and more concerned about the development of its social work system, in recent years social workers are really in great demand. I made many researches about this on the internet, and found many articles both in Chinese and English indicating that professional and more qualified social workers are in great lack, and Chinese government are drawing up many new laws to protect the interest of social workers. They are paying social workers with much higher salary. In an article, it reads that professional social workers in Shanghai are getting a monthly salary of more than 10,000 RMB, and their social status is as high as the civil servant. They have very stable job. I’m sure that with the educational background gained from Wash U, I can find a quite good job with decent salary after graduation.
>What kind of welfare agency do you want to own?
>>I think it will be a welfare agency for homeless children. You know, children are the future of one country, so they should really be taken care of and paid attention to. I hope through my efforts, both their living conditions as well as educational conditions can be enhanced.
>Do you have your aimed agency that you want to join in?
>>Yeah, when I volunteered for BVA, I had a great time with professional social workers there. I learned a lot from them, and they also helped me a lot. I feel really happy working with them. Therefore, after graduation, I plan to join into BVA again.
>Is social worker paid or are they volunteers?

>>Yes, social workers are paid and in China, they actually can get pretty good salaries and allowances each year. The Chinese government has many laws protecting the interests of social workers. They are different from volunteers.

>What do social workers usually do?

>>Well, there are mainly three kinds of social workers, the ordinary social worker, executive social worker, and professional social worker. The ordinary social workers do the most basic work in the social work field, such as take care of senior citizen and children. Executive social workers can do the consulting work for agencies, which is the kind of work I’m planning to do in the future. Professional social workers can perform psychological counseling for patients, or can do clinic work.
> Give me three reasons that you will come back to China?

>>Of course. Firstly, all my family and friends are in China. Secondly, to tell you the truth, I must come back to China after graduation to get married with my boyfriend. He is currently a Ph. D student at BIT （这是我给阿某同学编的假身份，嘎嘎嘎嘎）. We’ve been with each other more than eight years. Besides, the most important reason is that I can really find a good job as a social worker in China. You know, the social work system in western countries, especially USA, is already very advanced. There are millions of social workers in USA. It’s very difficult for them to find a job. Comparatively, the social work system in China is not well developed and really has a big space to develop in the future. Social worker is in a large demand.
> Can you explain why 90% Chinese students didn't come back?

>>Well, I am not sure about that. Maybe it depends on different majors. I don’t know about others, but as for me, I will definitely come back after graduation. The most important reason is that I can really find a good job as a social worker in China. You know, the social work system in western countries, especially USA, is already very advanced. There are millions of social workers in USA. It’s very difficult for them to find a job. Comparatively, the social work system in China is not well developed and really has a big space to develop in the future. Social worker is in a large demand. I’ve done a research of the status quo and future development of social workers in China. Do you want to see it, sir/madam? And maybe the statistics you have is already old. In recent years, China is really developing more and more rapidly. I believe more students ARE coming back to their countries to dedicate what they have learned for their homeland.

>Many universities in the China offer first--rate graduate programs in social work. Why do you want to go to the USA for graduate study?

>>Actually, the social work system is rather underdeveloped compared with those in western countries, especially US. It was only in the late 1988 that Peking University firstly offered degree in social work. So I am sure I can learn a lot of things valuable in Wash U and hope I can bring what I have learned back to China and dedicate to its social work system.

>What is your ultimate academic goal?

>>Well, ultimately I hope I can get my Master’s Degree in Social Work at Wash U. This will equip me with many professional practice and expertise in social work. I hope I can bring what I have learned from Wash U back to my home country and dedicate to the development of its social work system.
