求学目的

>what will you study in the United States?
>>I will pursue the master’s degree in social work at Washington University in St. Louis. Here is the admission letter and the offer letter. I am very happy to be admitted into the MSW program of Wash U, cuz it’s MSW program is the best in America.
>Really? How do you know that? How do you know this Univ.?

>>Well, I got to know it from the U. S. News & World Report. When I decided to choose social work as my major, I checked the rankings of this major on U. S. News, and found that Wash U was the No. 1 in the list. You know, everyone strives for excellence; the same goes for me.
>So did you apply for other universities?

>>Well, actually Wash U is the only institution that I applied for the spring admission. And for the fall admission, I also applied for Columbia University, New York University, University of Washington, etc..But since they are fall admission, my materials were still under review when I got the admission email from Wash U. Since this is already the best one, I chose it without hesitance.

>Why don’t you wait for the decision of 09 fall term?

>>It’s obvious sir. The MSW program at Wash U is the top one in America. Besides, the overall ranking of Wash U is also terrific. It will help me a lot in my career life.
>So how much do you know about the university?

>>Well, I know that the social work program at Wash U ranks as the top in America. And Wash U ranks the twelfth in the overall rankings among all national universities in America. Its School of Medicine is stellar and there are 22 Nobel Prize winners. Its food is really terrific. I think it’s really a great honor to study the top program in such preeminent university. I’m sure I can learn a lot and hope I can bring what I have learned back to China and dedicate to the development of the social work field in China.
>Why do you like Wash U?

>>I have two reasons. First, in my major social work, it ranks the No.1 in America. It has many opportunities for students to do practicum. You know, in this major, practicum is very important and counts for more than 50% of all the credits. So more opportunities in practicum means I can do better and get higher grade. On the other hand, Wash U has very high overall ranking and very good fame. Almost every Chinese people know this University. I’m sure the above two reasons can secure me a decent job in China after graduation.
>So in what aspect of your major will you study?

>>Well, we don’t need to choose a concentration until the second year of study. But right now, I am very interested in the concentration named children, youth and families. Under this concentration, I’m particularly interested in the research interest of Professor Arlene Stiffman. Her research interest is child and adolescent welfare and services. Here’s her introduction and her CV. I printed them from their webpages.
>It seems that you are so concerned about children. Why is that?

>>Yes, you’re right. I guess this is partly due to my mother, and partly due to the influence of Charles Dickens.

>Charles Dickens? Why?

>>Well, as I was an English major in undergraduate study, I read lots of literature works by Dickens. You know, when he was a kid, he had very bad memory about his childhood. Therefore, after he became a famous writer, he wrote a lot about children in his literary works. You know, these works such as Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, and so on. His special attention to the well-being of children really attracts me.
>So what do you do with your work for MS/Ph. D?

>>Well, we usually have many courses to take, you know, psychology, social policy, human behavior and etc. Besides, there are also many practicums and in these practicum, students will go to clinics, or orphanage, or senior citizen’s home, to take care of them and to counsel for them. Here’s my study plan. I’ve written clearly about what I plan to do during these two years’ study.
The first page is my background and reasons why I want to quit my current study, why I want to choose social work instead and why I choose Wash U. On the second page, you can see the introduction to the George Warren Brown School of Social Work and its program. The third page is my specific study plan and the courses that I want to select. There’s also my short-term and long-term career goal after graduation from Wash U.
>Why do you like your major?

>> Well, I am currently majoring in English. However…a little bit boring. Contrarily, I find social work is rather interesting. During the first year of my graduate study, I did many social work practices and volunteering experiences in Beijing. I feel really fulfilled after seeing people benefited from what I’ve done for them. It can give me a sense of satisfaction and fulfillment. (Another reason is that due to the health problem of my current academic advisor, she was unable to give us any courses or reading assignments. She wrote me a support letter to assist my application. She also told me that I was welcome to come back to finish my master’s degree here after graduation from WUSTL. Do you want to read the letter, sir/madam?) So I decided to switch to social work. I made this decision after many volunteering work and social working experiences. I find it really fulfilled after helping people and to see them benefited from what I’ve done them. I know it’s a tough choice, but I also know that my decision is right. Life is short; I really want to learn something that I truly love.
When I volunteered in BVA, I became more and more aware that although I was passionate about helping others solve their problems, I really lack the professional expertise and practices, therefore I’m eager to know more both in width and depth. A Master’s Degree of Social Work is really vital for me to realize my career objective.

>Have you gain any scholarship?
>>Yes. I’ve got an scholarship of **,**** USD. I think I’m very lucky because people usually say that students of humanities and social sciences, especially master’s, can rarely get scholarship. However, after the evaluation of my academic background and experiences, the graduate admissions committee decided to award me a scholarship of **,*** USD without any teaching or assisting obligation. Do you want to see the offer letter, sir/madam? My parents will cover the rest of the cost for me. Besides, I think I’m a diligent student. I can gain scholarship when I am in Wash U with my effort.
