Study Plan for the M.S.W Degree at Washington University (St. Louis)


STUDY PLAN

What is my academic background?
· From academic year 2003 – 2007, I was pursuing my Bachelor’s Degree of Arts at Inner Mongolia University (IMU). My major was English. With my diligence and hardworking, I maintained the top student in the whole English department at IMU.
· After graduation from IMU, I was recommended to Beijing International Studies University (BISU) to continue my Master’s Degree of Arts without graduate entrance examination. Currently, I am a graduate student at BISU, majoring in English-Chinese Translation Theory and Practice.
Why not continue my study at BISU?
· From what I have experienced as a volunteer and part-time social worker, I found that social working is the thing which I truly love and desire to dedicate myself to.

· My final academic objective is to benefit the society and make change to it. However, the courses at BISU focus more on theory which has little practical use in our daily life. I am not interested in it, and sometimes even find it boring.
· Due to the health problem of my current advisor at BISU, she was unable to give us any courses in the past year. She encouraged me to pursue what I really loved, and told me that I was welcome to come back to BISU to finish my degree after graduation from Washington University. (A support letter from my current advisor is enclosed.)

Why choose Social Work?
· Various volunteering experiences and social work practices I have had in the past years confirmed my choice of choosing Social Work as my major. I feel fulfilled when seeing people benefited from what I have done for them. Meanwhile, I become more and more aware that although I am interested in and passionate about being a social worker, I am still in lack of the professional expertise and practices in both the width and depth, and thus longing for wider and deeper comprehension. In this way, pursuing a Master’s Degree in Social Work is vital for me to realize my long-term career objective.
· As an English major, I was able to get access to many books introducing Western society, culture and history. This helped cultivate a kind of social awareness in me, so I developed intense interests toward social issues when I was at IMU. Social Work is just the right major that provides me with a gateway to solve these social issues.
Why choose Washington University?

· The Master of Social Work program offered by George Warren Brown School of Social Work ranks No.1 in U. S. News & World Report. Faculties in the School are all professional social workers with many years’ teaching experiences. In addition, Brown School also offers many opportunities for practicum. The research interest of Professor Arlene Stiffman, children and adolescent welfare and services, matches perfectly with mine. I am confident that I will learn much useful knowledge there. I hope to bring what I have learned at Washington University back to China after graduation and dedicate to the development of China’s social work system.
· Washington University’s overall ranking among America’s national universities is stellar. Its preeminence and fame will find me a good job in China after graduation.
Why choose U. S. A?
· The social work system in America is mature, advanced and has a long history. Comparatively, because of the large population in China, the social work system here is not well developed as that in western countries. In China, it was only in the late 1980s that Peking University offered the first Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work. Therefore, I would like to learn the most advanced knowledge and expertise, and bring what I have learned back to my homeland to dedicate to its own social work system.
What is it like in George Warren Brown School of Social Work?

· George Warren Brown School of Social Work

Students at Washing University’s George Warren Brown School of Social Work are united by a passion to help others. They seek a graduate degree from Brown to gain the knowledge to make great change happen. The School is part of Washington University in St. Louis, one of the nation’s preeminent universities. This connection helps them give their social work students access to an unparalleled level of resources.
· Master of Social Work program

At the Brown School, they offer the most flexible curriculum of any graduate school of social work. Their curriculum is designed to provide a rock-solid understanding of the fundamentals and still offer students the freedom to create their own course of study. Their full-time MSW program attracts about 140 students each spring. They look for individuals who have demonstrated a commitment to social change through work experiences, academic endeavors, and extracurricular or community service. They also seek individuals with leadership skills and potential. They look for evidence of an individual’s ability to succeed in a demanding academic program and a professional career following graduation.

What is my study plan for the next two years?

The Master of Social Work program at Washington University lasts for two years. During the academic years 2009-2010 and 2010-2011, I will take courses as follows:


2009 - 2010

Spring semester: Total 16 credits
· Research Methods for Social Work Practice (3 credits)

· Human Behavior (3 credits)

· Human Diversity (3 credits)

· Economics for Social Welfare (4 credits)

· Foundation of Social Practice I: Individuals, Families, and Groups (3 credits)

· Graduate Seminars (0 credits)

Fall semester: Total 14 credits
· Social, Economic and Political Environment (3 credits)

· Foundation of Social Practice II: Organizations Administration (3 credits)

· Social Work Practice with Organizations and Communities (5 credits)

· Social Welfare Policies and Services (3 credits)

· Graduate Seminars (0 credits)

2010 - 2011
Spring semester: Total 17 credits
· Family Theory and Practice (3 credits)

· Domestic Violence: Theories, Problems and Issues (3 credits)
· Economics of Social Welfare (3 credits)

· Organizational Behavior and Theory (3 credits)
· Social Work Practice with Welfare Organizations (5 credits)

Fall Semester: Total 15 credits

· The Changing Family: Theories, Problems and Issues (3 credits)

· Differential Diagnosis (4 credits)

· Poverty and Inequality in America (3 credits)

· Applied Group Practice (5 credits)

· Master Degree Graduation!
What is my career plan after graduation from Washington University?

· Short-term: After graduation from Washington University, I plan to go back to China to join in a social welfare agency. I would like to be a social worker working in the concentration of children, youth and families. I hope I can apply what I have learned from Washington University to the settlement of the education of homeless children.

· Long-term: After years of hard work, I plan to be a senior manager for welfare agencies and charities. Currently, such agencies and charities are not managed very well, so that few people can benefit from them. I hope through my effort, more disadvantaged minority can benefit, and thus lead a happier life.
